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The  main  area  of   interest   is  how  Islam  is  represented  
and   understood   by   Muslims   as   well   as   non-­Muslims.  
Empirically,   I   have   done   research   on   the   Islamic  
discourses   in  Sweden,   Islamophobia,  Muslim  pupils   in  
Swedish   schools,   Muslim   youth   in   Sweden,   and   the  
discourse  on  music  among  Islamic  scholars  in  the  Arab  
world.   Theoretically,   discourse   analysis   and  
sociology/anthropology   of   religion   have   inspired   the  
research.   Methodologically,   the   research   is   based   on  
interviews,   field   work   and   texts.   Further,   I   have  
participated   in   the   design   and   analysis   of   large  
questionnaires  on  attitudes  (Islamophobia).  
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Currently   I   am   researching   different   aspects   of   the  
field  of  music  and  Islamic  scholars’  attitude  to   it.  In  a  
study  of  Saudi  Arabia  I  look  into  a  recent  intervention  
by   a   sheikh   going   against   the   established   and  
hegemonic  view  that  music  in  itself  is  not  lawful.  What  
happened?  What  did  the  expression  of  a  contrary  view  
mean?  I  am  also  pursuing  the  possibility  of  doing  field  
research   following   some   Islamic   artists   and   the   way  
they  present  themselves  at  concerts  and  in  promotion  
films.   A   further   aspect   of   the   study   is   to   go   back   in  
time   and   try   to   create   the   genealogy   of   present  
interpretations   of   the   attitude   in   Islamic   theology   to  
music.  
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