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Late Roman and Early Byzantine art (c. 200-700 CE) in public contexts
with special emphases on the visualisation of power, status and
immortality, the conceptualisation of victory and empire in late-antique
visual culture, and the development of context-specific vs. universal
iconographies in Roman art tradition. Other research interests include the
programmatic employment of symbolic motifs and themes in Roman art
and architecture, and the structural and symbolic correlations between
cult and architecture in Latial sanctuaries of the Republican era (3rd-1st
centuries BCE)
The project ‘Virtue, status, immortality: applications and meanings of
architectural motifs in the art of the Late Roman and Early Byzantine era
(c. 180-700)’ investigates the widespread use of architectural motifs in
late antique art. Applying the iconological method of analysis to a broad
selection of artworks featuring architectural motifs, it seeks to reveal the
values and ideas about worth, status, power and public self-promotion
that were translated into this peculiarly late-antique iconographical
convention, thereby shedding new light on the mechanisms for
conveying, perpetuating and rephrasing deeply traditional concepts of
Roman-ness in the transformative last phase of antiquity.
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